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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS INEO TO: SECDEE, USNMR SHAPE, 

CINC EUR VAIHINGEN AND CINC USAREUR HEIDELBERG. MILITARY 
ADDLES TREAT AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE. 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ER, PGOV, MPOL, GW 

SUBJECT: FRANCO-GERMAN DEEENSE TALKS 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ROUTINE ERANCO-GERMAN CONSULTATIONS IN 
THE ERG AT THE DEFENSE MINISTER AND CHIEF OF STAFF LEVELS 
HAVE NOT RESULTED IN ANY NEW POLICY DEPARTURES 
OR CONCRETE AGREEMENTS. RATHER, THE TALKS HAVE SERVED 
THE PURPOSE OE SUSTAINING THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES ON DEEENSE ISSUES OE MUTUAL INTEREST. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . LEBER-BOURGES MEETING. THIS MEETING TOOK PLACE IN 
HAMBURG ON MAY 7-8 AND REPRESENTED THE FOURTH TIME THAT 
THE DEFENSE MINISTERS HAD MET. EMOD SOURCES CHARACTER- 
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17, ED THE ATMOSPHERE AS EXCELLENT AND SAID LEBER WAS VERY 
PLEASED WITH THE DISCUSSIONS. THE TALKS WERE HELD IN A 
PORT CITY SINCE BOURGES WANTED TO CONCENTRATE ON THE 
THREAT IN THE BALTIC POSED BY THE SOVIET FLEET. HE HAD 
ALSO PLANNED TO VISIT GERMAN ELEET UNITS, BUT THIS PART 
OP THE PROGRAM WAS SCRAPPED WHEN BOURGES DECIDED HE HAD 
TO RETURN TO PARIS. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. THE GERMANS PRESENTED TWO BRIEFINGS, THE FIRST GIVEN 

BY ADMIRAL KLOSE, COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE GERMAN ELEET, 
THE SECOND BY MAJOR GENERAL BRANDT, DIRECTOR OE THE 
POLITICAL/MILITARY STAFE IN THE DEEENSE MINISTRY. IN 
THE GENERAL DISCUSSION WHICH EOLLOWED THE BRIEFINGS, A 
DEFENSE MINISTRY SOURCE SAID THAT BOURGES HAD EXPRESSED 
THE NEED EOR GREATER POLITICAL CONSULTATION WITHIN THE 
ALLIANCE AND ALSO MADE REEERENCE TO SOVIET "HEGEMONY 
POLITICS" AS DEMONSTRATED BY THEIR CONTINUING BUILDUP 
OP MILITARY PORCES. 

3. IN THE PIELD OP STANDARDIZATION, THE MINISTERS 
DISCUSSED THE POSSIBILITIES EOR COOPERATION 

IN DEVELOPING THE BATTLE TANK OP THE 90'S. DISCUSSION 
CENTERED AROUND WHETHER SUCH A TANK SHOULD BE "HAR- 
MONIZED" OR "STANDARDIZED." OUR GERMAN SOURCE INDICATED 
THAT THE PRENCH SEEMED TO BE CONVINCED THAT THE NEXT 
GENERATION OP AMX TANKS WOULD HAVE TO CARRY A I20MM 
RATHER THAN A I05MM GUN. THE GERMANS SEEMED TO BELIEVE 
THAT THE PRENCH WERE ALREADY FAVORABLY DISPOSED 
TOWARD THE GERMAN I20MM GUN. 

4. WUST-MERY MEETING. THE PRINCIPAL ITEM BROUGHT 

TO OUR ATTENTION IN THE APRIL 4 DSCUSSION BETWEEN THE BUNDES- 
WEHR INSPECTOR GENERAL AND THE PRENCH CHIEP OP STAPF 
WAS THE FLEXIBILITY IN PRENCH STRATEGIC THINKING REGARD- 
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USDEL SALT TWO GENEVA 
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ING THE NUCLEAR THRESHHOLD. THE GERMANS CONSIDERED THIS 
THE MOST ENCOURAGING SIGN TO DATE IN THE EVOLUTION OE 
ERENCH THINKING. WE WERE TOLD MERY SAID THE FRENCH 
INTENDED TO IMPROVE THEIR CONVENTIONAL FORCES SO THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO AUTOMATICITY EOR FRANCE IN HAVING 
TO GO NUCLEAR. MERY STRESSED THAT THE ERENCH WISHED TO 
PRESERVE THEIR FLEXIBILITY IN SUCH DECISION MAKING AND 
THE WAY TO DO THIS WAS TO HAVE CONVENTIONAL EORCES WITH 
ENHANCED CAPABILITIES. 

5. OUR SOURCE REPLIED IN THE NEGATIVE WHEN ASKED 
WHETHER PLUTON DEPLOYMENT OR ADDITIONAL FRENCH TROOP 
WITHDRAWALS PROM THE ERG HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BY THE 
MINISTERS OR CHIEFS OF STAFF. 

6. COMMENT: THE RECENT PRANCO-GERMAN TALKS DID NOT 
PRODUCE ANYTHING NEW OR DIPFERENT, BUT MERELY REPRE- 
SENTED A CONTINUATION OF THE BI-ANNUAL DEPENSE DIALOGUE. 

ALTHOUGH THE ATMOSPHERICS FOR THE DEPENSE MINISTER TALKS 
HAVE APPARENTLY IMPROVED AS LEBER AND BOURGES HAVE COME 
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TO KNOW ONE ANOTHER BETTER, THE GERMAN SIDE NEVERTHELESS 


PEELS SOMEWHAT CONSTRAINED. IN PARTICULAR, THE GERMANS 
MUST BE VERY CAREPUL TO AVOID GIVING THE IMPRESSION 
THAT THEY ARE PUSHING ERENCH MILITARY REINTEGRATION INTO 
THE ALLIANCE EOR PEAR THAT THE DIALOGUE WOULD BECOME 
STERILE. END COMMENT. 

STOESSEL 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS, MILITARY POLICIES, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-May-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN08264 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 69-0092 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770563/aaaaccdh.tel 

Line Count: 162 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 61843895-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2542846 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRANCO-GERMAN DEFENSE TALKS BEGIN SUMMARY: ROUTINE FRANCO-GERMAN CONSULTATIONS IN THE FRG AT THE 
DEFENSE MINISTER AND CHIEF OF STAFF 

TAGS: PGOV, MPOL, FR, GE, (LEBER, GEORG), (BOURGES, YVON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/61843895-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



